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SUBJECT: BORDER ATTACK ON ZAIRE - U.S. PRESS TREATMENT 
APRIL 1 1 

1 . FOLLOWING IS BRIEF ROUNDUP OF U.S. PRESS TREATMENT OF 
ZAIRE. 

2. THE WASHINGTON POST (4/9) 

-A ROBIN WRIGHT ARTICLE FROM KIN LA BELLE CLAIMED THAT 
A SENIOR SOUTH AFRICAN SECURITY OFFICER HAD VISITED 
KINSHASA AND OFFERED AID AND ARMS. REPORTEDLY THE 
ZAIRIANS AGREED. 

3. THE WASHINGTON POST (4/10) 
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-JOHN STOCKWELL RESIGNATION LETTER FROM THE C.I.A. TALKED 
ABOUT THE INVASION BEING A RETALIATION FOR ZAIRIAN BACKING 
OF THE FNLA DURING THE ANGOLAN CIVIL WAR AND AGENCY 
RECRUITMENT OF MERCENARIES. 

4. ON APRIL 1 1 MOST MAJOR PAPERS CARRIED FIRST-PAGE 
ARTICLES ON THE FRENCH DECISION TO PROVIDE LOGISTICAL AIR 
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SUPPORT FOR ZAIRE. CBS RADIO CARRIED THE FOLLOWING STORY: 

NEIL STRAWSER: MOROCCO HAS SENT TROOPS, FRANCE IS SENDING 
PLANES TO SUPPLY THEM. EGYPT AND THE SUDAN ARE TALKING 
ABOUT AID. BUT WHAT OF THE UNITED STATES? ZAIRE'S 
PRESIDENT MOBUTU HAS TOLD NEWSWEEK THAT HE IS BITTERLY 
DISAPPOINTED BECAUSE THE U.S. HAS NOT SENT ARMS AND 
AMMUNITION TO HELP FIGHT OFF INVADERS OF THE FORMER 
KATANGA PROVINCE. 

BUT SENATOR DICK CLARK, CHAIRMAN OF THE AFRICAN AFFAIRS 
SUBCOMMITTEE, TELLS CBS NEWS U.S. POLICY SHOULD BE HANDS 
OFF. 

CLARK: I THINK IT WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE FOR US TO 
BECOME MORE DEEPLY INVOLVED IN A CIVIL WAR IN ZAIRE. 

AFTER ALL, THESE KATANGANS ARE THEMSELVES ZAIRIANS, 

AND AS FAR AS WE KNOW AT THIS POINT, IT S REALLY MUCH 
MORE OF A CIVIL WAR THAN FOREIGN INVASION INVOLVING 
COMMUNIST OR SOVIET-SOURCE CUBANS. 

STRAWSER: FRANCE, IN ITS ACTION, IS DRAWING ONE 
DISTINCTION. ITS PLANES, ACCORDING TO OFFICIALS WILL 
CARRY SUPPLIES FOR THE MOROCCANS, BUT NOT THE TROOPS 
THEMSELVES. PETER KALISCHER HAS MORE FROM PARIS. 

KALISCHER: ELEVEN FRENCH MILITARY TRANSPORT PLANES HAVE 
BEGUN SHUTTLING SUPPLIES FROM MOROCCO TO ZAIRE IN AN 
ACTION THAT PUTS FRANCE SOLIDLY BEHIND THE REGIME OF 
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ZAIRE S PRESIDENT MOBUTU AGAINST ALLEGED INVADERS FROM 
NEIGHBORING ANGOLA. THAT'S THE WORD TODAY ON NATIONAL 
FRENCH RADIO AND TELEVISION. TEN PLANES ARE FRENCH 
BUILT (GARBLED) AND ONE IS A DC-8. A COMMUNIQUE FROM THE 
OFFICE OF FRENCH PRESIDENT GISCARD D'ESTAING DESCRIBES 
ZAIRE AS A VICTIM OF ARMED SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY ON ITS 
TERRITORY AND SAID THE SUBVERSION CAME FROM ABROAD. THE 
HEAD OF THE FRENCH COMMUNIST PARTY REPRESENTATIVES 
IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY HAS PROTESTED THE AIRLIFT HELP, 
WHICH THE GOVERNMENT SAID WAS PROVIDED AT THE REQUEST 
OF BOTH ZAIRE AND MOROCCO. 

5. NEWSWEEK MAGAZINE APPEARING APRIL 11 CARRIES INTERVIEW 
BETWEEN PRESIDENT MOBUTU AND ARNAUD DE BORCHGRAVE. 
PORTIONS APPEAR BELOW: 

(A) Q: WHAT HAVE THE AMERICANS TOLD YOU? HAVE YOU 
RECEIVED A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT CARTER? 
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A: SECRETARY (OF STATE CYRUS)VANCE SENT ME A MESSAGE... 

THAT THERE WAS NO QUESTION OF ABANDONING ME AND SO 
FORTH. BUT THIS, ALAS. HAS NOT BEEN TRANSLATED INTO 
ANYTHING CONCRETE (APART FROM) TWO PLANELOADS OF RATIONS, 
MEDICINE, PARACHUTES, SOCKS AND UNDERWEAR AND OTHER NON- 
LETHAL SUPPLIES.. ..I MUST CONFESS WE ARE BITTERLY 
DISAPPOINTED BY AMERICA'S ATTITUDE. NETO IS A PAWN OF THE 
CUBANS AND RUSSIANS BUT YOU WON'T FACE UP TO THE THREAT. 

IT IS YOUR WEAKNESS VERSUS THEIR WILL POWER AND STRENGTH. 

IF YOU HAVE DECIDED TO SURRENDER PIECEMEAL TO THE SOVIET- 
CUBAN GRAND DESIGN IN AFRICA, I THINK YOU OWE IT TO US 
AND TO YOUR OTHER FRIENDS TO HAVE THE FRANKNESS TO ADMIT 
IT. ANDREW YOUNG (THE U.S. AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED 
NATIONS) SAYS IT DOES NOT MATTER IF AFRICAN STATES GO 
MARXIST BECAUSE THEY WANT TO GO ON TRADING WITH AMERICA. 
IS THAT THE POSITION OF THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION? IF IT 
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IS, WE SHOULD BE TOLD ABOUT IT AND WE WILL THEN BE IN A 
POSITION TO ARRANGE FOR OUR OWN SURRENDER ON BETTER 
TERMS TODAY THAN TOMORROW. THE OAU (ORGANIZATION 
OF AFRICAN UNITY) HAS BACKED OUR POSITION. YET ANGOLA, 

CUBA AND RUSSIA HAVE THE GALL TO WARN YOU NOT TO 
INTERFERE, AND YOU SEEM TO BE ACQUIESCING. 

(B) IN RESPONDING TO A QUESTION ABOUT WHO HAD PROVIDED 
HELP, MOBUTU RESPONDED, "THE AMERICANS, UNFORTUNATELY, 
WERE THE FIRST TO RUN WHEN THEY PULLED OUT THEIR CON 
STRUCTION WORKERS WITHOUT EVEN CONSULTING THE BELGIANS 
AND FRENCH. AT LEAST PARIS AND BRUSSELS SEEM TO UNDER- 
STAND WHAT'S AT STAKE FOR THE WESTERN WORLD. 

(C) Q: SECRETARY VANCE SAID RECENTLY THAT PROGRESS 
TOWARD A POLITICAL SOLUTION TO THE INVASION OF ZAIRE 
IS ENCOURAGING AND IT MAY BE UNNECESSARY TO CONSIDER 
A REQUEST FROM ZAIRE FOR U.S. AMMUNITION. WHAT DID HE 
MEAN? 

A. I GUESS HE DIDN'T WANT TO ROCK THAT BOAT BEFORE HIS 
TRIP TO MOSCOW. IT WAS ONE MORE PRETEXT NOT TO 
ACCELERATE DELIVERY OF THE DOLLARS 30 MILLION IN 
MILITARY AID APPROVED BY YOUR CONGRESS. END TEXT. 

VANCE 
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